
















































































































































Thu 22/09/2016 4:40 PM 
@amsa.gov.au 

Reportable mortality 61 - AMSA Report - 22 Sep 2016 

To: @agriculture.gov.au> 
Cc: livestock@amsa.gov.au; Live Stock Exports <livestockexp@agriculture.gov.au> 

Good afternoon
On 10 April 2016, at Portland, Victoria, an AMSA surveyor carried out an investigation on 
board the Bison Express, in relation to the reported high mortality of livestock during voyage 
No.16001-04, from Townsville to Cai Mep, Vietnam, between 17 March 2016 and 27 March 
2016. 

On the basis of investigation and examination of records, including the stockman’s daily 
reports, the causes of high mortalities could reasonably be attributed to injury, sickness and 
sea condition as stated by the stockman on board. The stockman’s statements of mortality 
provided details of mortality at sea and at port, with causes of mortalities attributed to: 

It was concluded that there was no apparent evidence of failure of livestock services that 
could be attributed to the cause of high livestock mortality. 

Regards 

AMSA - SHIP SAFETY 

82 Northbourne Avenue, Braddon ACT 2612 
GPO BOX 2181, Canberra ACT 2601 

w www.amsa.gov.au 

Please consider the environment before printing this email 

From: @agriculture.gov.au] 
Sent: Monday, 19 September 2016 4:38 PM 
To: @amsa.gov.au> 
Cc: livestock@amsa.gov.au 
Subject: Reportable mortality [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Dear 
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The Department of Agriculture and Water Resources is finalising a report into a livestock reportable 
mortality event during export by sea on the Bison Express which departed in March 2016.  The 
details of the voyage are as follows: 
 
Voyage number: 16001/04 
Vessel name: Bison Express 
Departure Port: Townsville 
Departure date:17 March 2016 
Arrival Port: Tan Cang Cai Mep, Vietnam 
Arrival Date: 27 March 2016 
Species and number loaded: 1764 cattle (steers and bulls) 
Species and number of mortalities: 25 cattle (6 bulls and 19 steers) 
Mortality rate: 1.42% 
 
Could you please forward a copy of the AMSA investigation report. 
 
Many thanks 
 

Live Animal Exports Branch  
Exports Division 
livestockexp@agriculture.gov.au 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 

------ IMPORTANT - This email and any attachments have been issued by the Australian 
Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources. The material transmitted is for 
the use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential, legally privileged, 
copyright or personal information. You should not copy, use or disclose it without 
authorisation from the Department. It is your responsibility to check any attachments for 
viruses and defects before opening or forwarding them. If you are not an intended recipient, 
please contact the sender of this email at once by return email and then delete both messages. 
Unintended recipients must not copy, use, disclose, rely on or publish this email or 
attachments. The Department of Agriculture and Water Resources is not liable for any loss or 
damage resulting from unauthorised use or dissemination of, or any reliance on, this email or 
attachments. If you have received this e-mail as part of a valid mailing list and no longer want 
to receive a message such as this one, advise the sender by return e-mail accordingly. This 
notice should not be deleted or altered ------ 
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From: @elders.com.au] 
Sent: Monday, 24 October 2016 7:14 PM 
To: LAE Compliance <LAE.Compliance@agriculture.gov.au> 
Cc: @elders.com.au>; 

@elders.com.au> 
Subject: RE: Reportable mortality LNC 8273 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi

Sorry for the late reply. 

In late 2016 and early 2017, cattle supply was very tight across northern Australia.   There was also 
the issue of an ongoing drought across much of Queensland, particularly in late 2016.  This made the 
procurement of large numbers of export ready cattle more of a challenge than it usually was/is for a 
period in late 2016 and early 2017.   

With this in mind, NACC and the Elders network entered into an arrangement with 2 backgrounding 
properties named and 

  Cattle were trucked here for 1-5 weeks prior to export and inducted, drafted into 
lines, tagged and prepared for export.  They were fed a variety of rations, but mostly a background 
product with a mixture of protein and roughage.  Our customers did not want cattle they deemed 
too fat so the feed was more to stimulate rumens than to maximise weight gain.  Some of the cattle 
were owned by NACC and others were owned by the Elders network while at these facilities.  Both 

had feedlot type facilities and they also had feed troughs in paddocks in a 
more extensive feeding arrangement. 

Due to the fact that we had 2 ships to be loaded in a 3 day period, a number of cattle for LNC 8273 
had been held at these properties for a period of up to a month before the shipping dates.  I will 
follow up the numbers of cattle that were backgrounded at each property for you. 

Please call me if you have any further questions.   I will be in Canberra tomorrow (Tuesday October 
25th) visiting the department at 11.30am so I may have the opportunity to discuss this matter with 
you first hand. 

Regards 

Elders Live Export 
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however these yards were equally as affected by the weather as 

 
The issue was that once the heavy rain fell on the cattle at there was no ability to move 
cattle out of the yards.  Not only because the local AQIS vet actually closed access into 
and out of the yards, but also because the health and welfare of both animals and humans would 
have suffered by moving animals in such wet conditions.   
 
While there was rain forecast, there was no way of predicting how much, and that it would rain 
much more at Townsville than Charters Towers 136kms away so moving cattle before the rain 
wasn’t an option assuming yard space was actually available.   
 

are reasonably consistent as far as yards slope and surface. 
Manager) and Elders confirmed that cattle were 
managed pen by pen in the yards to ensure best possible access to feed, and firmer, drier 
ground.  Stocking densities were adjusted in some pens but the comment was made that all yards 
were very wet.  Once the rain stopped, the yards have good drainage and there was evidence of this 
when similar cattle that had endured the same rain event were shipped from the same yards a few 
days later with much better results. 
 
Please let me know if I can provide further information on this matter. 
 
Regards 

 
 

   
Elders Live Export 

 
From: LAE Compliance [mailto:LAE.Compliance@agriculture.gov.au]  
Sent: Monday, 10 October 2016 8:03 AM 
To: LAE Compliance 
Cc:
Subject: RE: Reportable mortality LNC 8273 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Hi
 
I am emailing you again as I have not received a response  to my email with regards to LNC-8273.  
 
I look forward to your reply. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any assistance. 
 
Kind Regards 
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Live Animal Exports Branch  
Exports Division 
livestockexp@agriculture.gov.au 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 

Are you intending to export livestock after 1 January 2017? 
 
Livestock exporters will require either an approved arrangement or a small and infrequent exporter 
exemption, in addition to their export licence in order to export livestock from 1 January 2017. Click 
here for resources to draft your arrangement. Please note: submissions are encouraged asap to 
ensure they are assessed in time for January consignments. 
 
 
 
From: 
Sent: Tuesday, 4 October 2016 9:53 AM 
To: @elders.com.au>; LAE Compliance 
<LAE.Compliance@agriculture.gov.au> 
Cc: @elders.com.au> 
Subject: RE: Reportable mortality LNC 8273 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Hi
 
I have just returned to the office and note that I cannot find a response to my email with regards to 
LNC-8273. Can you please advise if you sent it to the department during my absence? 
 
Kind Regards 
 

Live Animal Exports Branch  
Exports Division 
livestockexp@agriculture.gov.au 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 

 
Are you intending to export livestock after 1 January 2017? 
 
Livestock exporters will require either an approved arrangement or a small and infrequent exporter 
exemption, in addition to their export licence in order to export livestock from 1 January 2017. Click 
here for resources to draft your arrangement. Please note: submissions are encouraged asap to 
ensure they are assessed in time for January consignments. 
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From: @elders.com.au]  
Sent: Tuesday, 20 September 2016 1:23 PM 
To: @agriculture.gov.au>; LAE Compliance 
<LAE.Compliance@agriculture.gov.au> 
Cc: @elders.com.au> 
Subject: RE: Reportable mortality LNC 8273 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
 
 
Hi
 
Noted your email and I will have a written response through by COB Thursday 22nd.   
 
Regards 

 
 

Elders Live Export 

 
From: @agriculture.gov.au]  
Sent: Tuesday, 20 September 2016 9:11 AM 
To: LAE Compliance 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: Reportable mortality LNC 8273 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Hi
 
Thank you for providing a response to the letter sent by on 21 April 2016. My apologies 
for the delay in replying. 
 
I have reviewed your response and have a question about the export yards as detailed below; 
 

1.       I note that your report confirms that a large amount of rain fell in the Townsville region in 
the 3-4 days immediately prior to the voyage commencing. The yards were obviously very 
wet and muddy as a result. The report does not indicate if you were able to move the cattle 
to ‘less wet’ pens, move them to another facility and/or any other steps you might have 
taken to ensure the health and welfare of the cattle was maintained in these conditions.  

 
I am finalising the report for this incident and would appreciate a reply by COB Friday, 23 September.  
 
Kind Regards 
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------ IMPORTANT - This email and any attachments have been issued by the Australian 
Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources. The material transmitted is for 
the use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential, legally privileged, 
copyright or personal information. You should not copy, use or disclose it without 
authorisation from the Department. It is your responsibility to check any attachments for 
viruses and defects before opening or forwarding them. If you are not an intended recipient, 
please contact the sender of this email at once by return email and then delete both messages. 
Unintended recipients must not copy, use, disclose, rely on or publish this email or 
attachments. The Department of Agriculture and Water Resources is not liable for any loss or 
damage resulting from unauthorised use or dissemination of, or any reliance on, this email or 
attachments. If you have received this e-mail as part of a valid mailing list and no longer want 
to receive a message such as this one, advise the sender by return e-mail accordingly. This 
notice should not be deleted or altered ------ 
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